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Topic -Clauses 

A clause is a group of words forming a part of a sentence; it contains a subject and 

predicate of its own. 

Example: 

He told me that he was not coming that day. 

The above sentence can be broken into two parts: 

1. He told me. 

2. That he was not coming that day. 

Each part of the sentence contains a subject and a predicate of its own. There are 

two parts of the sentence, hence there are two clauses. 

 The clause He told me makes a good sense by itself and makes a complete 

sense. This is called Principal clause or Main Clause. 

 The clause that he was not coming that day does not make a complete 

sense. It depends on the main clause for its complete sense. Therefore, it is 

called a dependent clause or subordinate clause. 

A subordinate clause can be of three kinds: 

a. Noun clause 

b. Adjective clause or relative clause 

c. Adverb clause 

Noun clause 

A noun clause is one which does the work of a noun in relation to some words 

in the main clause. A noun clause can be used as follows: 



(i) Object to a verb:  He asked me how I would go there.  

(ii) Subject to a verb: How she came here is not known to me. 

(iii) Object to Participle: Seeing that he was going there, I joined him. 

(iv) Object to an Infinitive: I was shocked to hear that he had failed. 

(v) Object to a preposition: Please listen to what he is saying. 

Adjective/Relative clause 

Subordinate Adjective Clause is that clause which qualifies a noun or pronoun 

used in the main clause. It does the work of an adjective in relation to some 

work in the main clause. 

Example: 

(i) He is the man who had won the first prize. 

(ii) The house where he lived has been renovated. 

Connectors used: that, who, which, where, whom, etc. 

Adverb clause 

An adverb clause does the work of an adverb in relation to some word in the main 

clause; it is used in following conditions with the following connectors: 

(i) Adverb clause of ‘Time’- 

(a) When the cat is away, the mice will play. 

(b) I will go whenever he calls. 

Connectors: when, whenever, till, until, before, after, since, while, as, as 

soon as, no sooner than, so long as, etc. 

(ii) Adverb clause of ‘Place’- 

(a) I shall go where he goes. 

(b) Wherever you go I shall find you. 

Connectors: where, wherever 

(iii) Adverb clause of ‘Purpose’- 

(a) He works hard so that he may pass. 

(b) Walk carefully lest you should fall.  



Connectors: that, so that, lest, in order that 

(iv) Adverb clause of ‘Reason’- 

(a) He failed because he did not work hard. 

(b) As he is weak, he sat down to rest. 

Connectors: since, because, for, as 

(v) Adverb clause of ‘Manner’- 

(a) As you sow, so shall you reap. 

(b) He behaved as if he is mad. 

Connectors: as, as….so, as if, as though 

(vi) Adverb clause of ‘Extent’- 

(a) As far as I know, he will help you. 

(b) Nobody can harm you so far as you are here. 

Connectors: as far as, so far as  

(vii) Adverb clause of ‘condition’- 

(a) If you work hard you will get good marks. 

(b) I shall let you go provided you speak the truth. 

Connectors: if, unless, provided, in case 

(viii) Adverb clause of ‘Result’ or ‘Effect’- 

(a) He is so poor that he cannot buy the books. 

(b) He did not work hard so he failed.   

Connectors: so, so…. That 

(ix) Adverb clause of ‘comparison’- 

(a) He is not as tall as Ram is. 

(b) She is more beautiful than Sita 

 Connectors: as, than 

(x) Adverb clause of ‘contrast’- 

(a) Although it was raining, I went there. 

(b) She will not pass even if she works hard. 



 Connectors: though, although, even if, however 

Practice Questions: 

      Complete the following sentences using appropriate clauses- 

1. This is the city_____________________________ . 

2. Kiran was sleeping __________________________. 

3. If you help the poor__________________________. 

4. _________________the student left the class. 

5. I treat him kindly ___________________________. 

6. Whichever method you may adopt ______________. 

7. Don’t treat me_______________________________. 

8. ______________we must start early. 

9. You will not succeed__________________________. 

10. Knowing _________ I didn’t let him in. 

11. It is certain ________________________________. 

12. Poverty __________has driven many to rag picking. 

13. My friend ____________has deceived me. 

14. The singing competition _____________is over. 

15. _______________is law of nature. 

 


